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Driving Home 
Animal Safety
Never Leave Pets in a Hot Car

With the summer sun set high in the sky comes the threat 
of people and animals trapped in a hot car. Yet, unlike 
us, animals have no means of escaping the life or death 
situations that can occur if left inside a car during the 
summer.

You should never risk leaving an animal alone in the car, 
even if you only plan to be away for a few minutes.

Even if you park in a shaded area or crack the window, 
temperatures can climb to more than 120 degrees within 
just a few minutes. All the while, the body temperature of 
your pet will continue to rise. If their temperature rises above 
106 degrees, your pets can suffer heatstroke, resulting in 
seizures, organ damage and even death.

Before you head out with your pets in tow, consider whether 
or not you will be traveling to places that require you to leave 
them inside the vehicle. If you are, it’s best to leave them at 
home rather than risk their health or safety.

What to Do If I Find an Animal Trapped in a Car

If you should spot an animal trapped inside a car, take 
immediate action to prevent harm to the animal:

• First, call 911 and request emergency assistance from 
your local law enforcement.

• Second, contact the Houston SPCA at 713-869-SPCA 
(7722) to report this form of animal cruelty.

• Third, notify management of any adjacent stores or 
businesses of the make and model of the vehicle. They 
may be able to page for the owner who can open the 
vehicle.

Together, let’s ensure a safe and healthy summer for all 
creatures great and small. Thank you for being proactive in 
protecting animals throughout Houston.

Founded in 1924, the Houston SPCA provides the most 
comprehensive array of animal adoption, shelter, rescue, 
rehabilitation and other programs and services in the Gulf 
Coast area. Check out all of our adoptable animals and 
consider the adoption option this summer.

This article was brought to you by the Houston Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (SPCA).

Host an International
High School Exchange Student!

SHARE! is a global non-profi t educational foundation that 
has been providing international student exchange services 

to host families and international teens since 1974.

Contact SHARE 
today to start 

your adventure 
of a lifetime!!

H

www.sharesouthwest.orgh h
1-800-941-3738

Also you can fi nd SHARE! on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/sharesouthwest
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 Discuss all options for your 
 pregnancy. You are our first 
 priority & you are in charge. 
 Living expenses paid. Call to 

 see how friendly we are!
 512-992-9466 

 Or
 1-800-456-4862
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