
GETTING TO 
SCHOOL SAFELY

T
here comes a time when your little 

boy or girl transforms into a young 

adult, fully capable of driving to 

school. While this can be an overwhelm-

ing experience for mom and dad, it also 

is one that can teach your child great 

independence and responsibility. 

As technology continues to evolve, it is 

more important than ever to outline the 

dangers of distracted driving. Below are 

some eye-opening statistics that could lead 

to further conversation with your teen on 

the importance of staying focused while 

driving. 

The AAA Foundation for Traffi  c Safety 

found that distraction was a factor in nearly 

six out of 10 moderate to severe teen crash-

es, which is four times as many as offi  cial 

estimates based on police reports.

The most common forms of distraction 

leading up to a crash by a teen driver, ac-

cording to the AAA, include:

• Interacting with one or more passengers: 

15 percent;

• Cell phone use: 12 percent;

• Looking at something in the vehicle: 10 

percent;

• Looking at something outside the 

vehicle: 9 percent;

• Singing/moving to music: 8 percent;

• Grooming: 6 percent; and

• Reaching for an object: 6 percent.

CHILD PASSENGER TIPS

You may decide to enlist the help of your 

teen driver in transporting younger siblings 

to school or daycare. Here are some tips 

on passenger safety from the American 

Academy of Pediatrics: 

• All passengers should wear a seat belt 

or use an age- and size-appropriate car 

safety seat or booster seat.

• Your child should ride in a car safety seat 

with a harness as long as possible and 

then ride in a belt-positioning booster 

seat.

• Your child is ready for a booster seat 

when she has reached the top weight or 

height allowed for her seat, her shoulders 

are above the top harness slots, or her 

ears have reached the top of the seat.

• Your child should ride in a belt-

positioning booster seat until the 

vehicle’s seat belt fi ts properly (usually 

when the child reaches about 4-foot-9 in 

height and is between 8 and 12 years of 

age).
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SALES TAX 
HOLIDAY
It’s that time of year again! Parents can’t wait for it, and children 

dread it. What better time to get all the things your child needs 

for the upcoming school year than during Tax-Free Weekend? 

Running from August 5-7th, 2016, it exempts most clothing, 

footwear, school supplies, and backpacks priced under $100. 

This weekend gives parents an opportunity to save about $8 

for every $100 spent to help them with the cost of back to 

school expenses.  The discount does not apply to watches, 

sports cleats, purses, jewelry or wallets. For more information, 

visit http://bit.ly/1LYOSNu.

The exemption applies to each eligible item that sells for less than $100, 

regardless of how many items are sold on the same invoice to a customer. 

However, the exemption does not apply for the fi rst $99.99 of an 

otherwise eligible item that sells for more than $99.99.
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